
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            OCTOBER 25, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 22nd  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 462 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I take my sight for granted.  This applies both to 

what I see outwardly with my eyes and what I see inwardly with my 
mind.  What I mean is that when I see something I believe I am 
seeing what is actually and objectively there.  I do not take seriously 
the reality that my perceiving something is not a neutral act, and 
that the act of perceiving plays a part in determining the reality of 
what I perceive.  I don’t spend time with this concept because taking 
it seriously would cost me the stability I long for in both the external 
and internal worlds; it would call into question the accuracy and 
impartiality of my seeing, and thereby would undermine the 
arrogance certainly, and even the confidence, of much of my way of 
acting in the world.  I value the lack of restriction that comes with 
the illusion that my sight is accurate.  I prefer this lack of restriction 
to the confines caused by the effort to take seriously how biased my 
sight always is.  Help me consider that the stability I long for is not 
found by taking what I see as being the literal truth; it is found by 
looking at the way I see.  Stability is found by taking seriously the 
subjectivity of my seeing since doing so connects me to me as the 
one perceiving.  Stability comes from slowing down enough to 
actually consider and ponder what is in my sight. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 10:46-52 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 324 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings for November 1, 2015 
Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24; Revelations 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday Daylight Saving Time ends.  The clocks “fall” back 
1 hour. 
 
 We will begin our Contemplative Prayer group again.  Tuesday 
and Wednesday, late morning, early afternoon and evening are 
the options.  There is a sign-up sheet to indicate your interest and 
availability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 10:46-52) 

 Last week the text was concerned with the longing or craving to 

be immersed in our own internal life and to explore that world, 

especially how what is internal influences the way we live in the 

external world. Today’s text is concerned with being blind and the 

longing to “see.” We will internalize today’s text so that the 

blindness we are describing is not physical blindness, but is rather 

mental or emotional blindness that effects our perception of both our 

subjective world and the objective world. 

 The word translated into English as blind is the Greek word 

meaning opaque. Every time it appears it is the same word: “opaque 

(as if smoky), i.e. (by analogy) blind, physically or mentally.” Its 

root is a word meaning “to envelop with smoke, i.e. (fig.) to inflate 

with self-conceit.” In English, opaque is defined as “incapable of 

being penetrated by light.” To be blind mentally is to have a mind 

that can only consider its own content. It is to be so attached to our 

point of view that no light penetrates any issue we are considering; 

nothing new gets in, and no other perspective or information 

registers. To be blind mentally is to assume the clarity of our sight 

and the correctness of our perspective. A mind that is blind believes 

it sees perfectly; in fact, a mentally blind person would not know 

there is anything to see other than what they already see. 

If we who are mentally blind are going to see, we first have to be 

taught to see that we are blind; we then have to be taught how to live 

as a blind person. First, we are helped to see that we are blind. The 

man in this story is named Bartimaeus. The prefix “Bar” means “son 

of/child of,” and the name Timaeus means “the unclean, polluted.” 

We learn that we are the “son of/child of” Timaeus; that is, there is 

something about the way we perceive that is “unclean and polluted.” 

We begin to see and accept that our sight is compromised in that we 

see selectively and are blind concerning much of what is there to be 

seen. Generally, we see what we already recognize, and as we 

understand this we begin to comprehend that we cannot recognize 

the things to which we are blind. This insight dawns on us, like a 

light being turned on in a dark room so that suddenly, immediately 

we see that we do not see. Second, we are taught the art of living as 

a blind person. What we want is to no longer be blind, which is not 

possible in that we always see partially and selectively. What Christ 

does is continuously help us see that we are blind, that we always 

see partially and never see everything there is to be seen, which helps 

our hearts and minds open to seeing. We learn to live in an 

environment of open receptivity where, being open to the idea that 

there are things we do not see, we become willing to be shown what 

is there to be seen. 

In all of this we follow along with Christ. The promise is that 

Christ will go with us into our internal and external issues, and will 

give us sight in the form of insights which allow us to navigate what 

we are facing with greater clarity. We are asked to trust and rely on 

the fact that Christ will honor this promise. When we are facing 

something impenetrable, and as we are given the grace to realize that 

we are in fact blind with regard to it, we are asked to gently and 

slowly open to the truth of being blind. Paradoxically, our opening 

in this way slows us down and allows us to be receptive of and 

entertain insights which will illumine what we could not and did not 

see before. Such open receptivity helps relax the insistence that we 

make a frontal assault on what concerns us, and creates the 

possibility of a different approach to what we face, or even a different 

definition and understanding of what we are facing. 

The Christian journey is not about becoming more confident in 

what we see and know. It is about becoming more aware that we do 

not see and know. It is about asking for mercy [the Greek word 

means compassion] which comes in the form of a heart and mind that 

are less harsh in their insistence that we remain with what we already 

know and understand, a heart and mind more open to seeing and 

understanding what is beyond us. It is about being shown that we are 

blind, and then longing or craving to be able to “see” [the Greek word 

means “to look up”]. We ask to have our eyes lifted up out of the rut 

into which we are always looking, and to see something we do not 

normally see, or to see differently something we do normally see. 

The Christian journey is about becoming more actively receptive to 

being shown. 

The issue for us is to come into possession of enough awareness 

and attention to recognize that we are blind, and then to trust that 

Christ will show us what we need to see. As with blind Bartimaeus, 

being open and receptive will make us “well” in the sense of keeping 

us safe in the middle of what we face [the Greek word translated as 

well means “to save,” from a root “safe”]. 

Jim Robie, 10-22-15, Cycle B, Mark 10:46-52] 
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